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Fatt SERMON. 


Isatanu X. v, 6, 7, 


O Affprian, the rod of mine anger, and 
the ftaff in their hand is mine indignation, 
Twill fend him agaiuft an hypocritical nation ; 
and againft the people of my wrath will I give 
him a charge to take the fpoil, and to take the 
prey, and to tread them down like the mire of 
the fireets. Hlowbeit he meaneth not fo, nei~ 
ther doth his heart think fo, but it is in bis 
heart to deftroy, and cut off nations not a few. 


 T is not poflible for any one who reads or hears 

| thefe words, not to obferve how furprifingly 
they are adapted to the {tate and circumftances 

of this people. 


At the time when the words were fpoken the 
Affyrian Empire was in the height of power and 
grandeur; it’s Kings were poflefled of vaft dominions, 
and their pride and ambition fcarce knew any reftraint 

or 
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or bounds; they had fubdued and fwallowed up other 
kingdoms; had conquered ten of the tribes of Ifracl, 
and intended :o conquer the two remaining tribes, . 


Sennacherib Kiog of Affyris—-came againft che 
Jand of Judah in the days of Kiog Hezekiah, took 
mapy cities, and laid fiege to Jerufalem. This mio 
with his army was the rod of God’s anger to correct 
a fioful people ; the ftaff in his hand with which he 
fmote thofe who oppofed and contended with him, 
was God’s indignation, 


God fent and gave him a charge to fpoil, to take 
the prey, and to tread down an hypocritical nation, 
and the people of his wrath, 


Bat, of this, Sennacherib had no apprehenfion ; he 
did not think about it; he meant not the fame thing 
which God meant; he aimed at gratifying his pride, 
his avarice, and tyranonic rage. Jt was in his heart to 
deftroy and cut off nations not a few. God intended 
to punifh ao hypocritical nation. He intended to 
enrich and aggraadize himfelf by fpoil and plunder. 


Let us learn to admire the works of God, which 
are wife and holy; and to defpife the wicked works 
of men; of the men who have been raifed higheft 
in the world; let. us look upon plunderers with 
contempt ; when we find ourfelyes plundered, let us 
remember that’ they who plunder us are the rod io 
the hand of God to chaftife us; at the fame time 
let us abbor their injuftice and cruelty. 


Bur it will be proper, for the illuftration of the 
words read, todifcourfe upon the following heads. 
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I. A perfon or a people are fometimes delivered 
_.-, up to be fpoiled and trampled upon. 
I]. God’s agency is to be acknowledged, when 
they are thus {poiled, 
III. God permits and appoints men to be fpoiled, 
becaufe of their hypocrify and wickednefs. 
IV. They that fpoil them are not the lefs to blame 
becaufe of God’s agency in this affair. : 


Firft, A perfon or a people are fometimes delivered 
up to be fpoiled. 


The accounts we have of the flate of mankind 
. from the beginning of the world to this day confirm 
this melancholy truth, ; 


They that were leaft and weakeft have been in- 
jared and trampled upon by thofe who were greater 
and mightier than they ; fo it hath been among men 
confidered in their perfonal capacity, and among 
communities, whether larger or lefs, 


Perfons in private life, who chofe to follow the 
arts of peace, to enjoy in quietnefs the fruit of their 
labours, to poflefs without interruption what they 
have fairly acquired, have been fubje€ed’ to ubrigh- 
teous treatment, have been impofed upon, détrauded, 
robbed, fuddenly -ftripped of what belonged to them, 
and left to complain of the injuftice of their fellow men. 


Such things have been done in the way of com- 
merce, of demanding or paying debts, as were no better 
than fpoiling. There are ads of injoftice which 
efcape the notice of men, or which feem to be 
countenanced by authority and law. 
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What a world is this ! a world in which hard-hearted 
mifcreants-frequently riot upon the fpoil which they 
have fnatched from their, undefigning, peaceable, 
defencelefs neighbours. Let all, let Chriftians look 
with a parting..eye on all below, and attend to ithe 
counfel. of the Saviour, Matth. vi. 19.. Lay not up 
Sor yourfelves, treasures upon earth, where moth and 
rujt doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and — 
fteal: But lay up for yourfelves treafures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor ruf? doth corrupt, and where 
thieves do not break through nor fteal’: For where 
your treafure is, there will your heart be alfo. - 


But then fpoiling of a more public nature. hath 
been practifed: Kings and Princes have. fet them- 
felves to feize and make a prey of the territories and 
poffeffions Sf their neighbours. — af 


The Potentates of the earth, from avarice, ‘from 
ambition, have armed their. fabjeéts, and carried fire 
and {word into’ countries which had not the leat 
difpofition to quarrel. with them; great conque- 
rors have been for the moft: pare: great fpoilers, — 
the greateft plagues and-cur{es ‘of the earth ; and had 
maukindstbeen fenfible of their own ftrength and 
importance, they would have hunted them ‘down as 
beafts.of prey.» - mid 


[may not forget to add; that in the fame empire, 
fach things have been aéted as were no better than 
fpoiling. One part of an empire, which was in 
pofleffion of power, hath conceived it fit to take: from 
another part their property, without their confent, 
and:in the face of the moft exprefs flipulations, in 

violation 
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violation of the moft clear explicit grants and charters; 
that truly. diabolical principle’ hath been aed upon, 
that Might is Right, thar, what can be done may 
be done; from this biuer fource have {prung in- 
aumerable mifchiefs ; the cries and tears of the op= 
preffed, intolerable hardfhips upon men who with for 
nothing more, than to lead quiet. and peaceable lives 
in all godlinefs and honefty. 


.. Penfioned officers, armies and fleets have been emi- 
ployed to carry into execution, meafures founded in 
power, not in juftice. Cities, that were once quiet 
habitations, are turned into garrifons ; in the ftreets 
are to be feen not induftrious inhabitants following 


their feveral callings, but hired foldiers: Men pree - 


pared to kill and deftroy all. chat will not fubmit to 
power; and if complaints are uttered and refiftance 
made to thefe meafures ; if the people rife as one 
man, and contead for their rights, they are marked 
out and treated as rebels and traitors. 


A péople in fuch a cafe are fpoiled with a witnels, 
their circumftances are deplorable, they fhould humble 
themfelves uadet the mighty Hand of God, and 
turo to him that {mitech them. 

‘Thar ftriking ‘paffage fhould be much spon their 
hearts, Hfaiah xlii. 24, 25, Who gave Jacob for a fpail, 
and Ijracl to the robbers? did not the Lord, he againft 
whom we have finned? for they would not walk in his 
ways, neither were they obedient unto his law. There- 
fore be bath poured upon him the fury of bis anger 
Gnd the fireagth of battle: and tt hath fet hitn on jure 
round about, yet be knew not ; and it burned bit, yet 
We laid it not to heart. 

This 
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roasts - This introduces the is 


--Becond thing propofed, which is to fay, that God's 3 


‘agency is to be acknowledged when men are delivered 
up ‘to be fpoiled ; fo God fpake concerning the 
Affyrian; I wall fend him againft an hypocritical nation, 
and againh the people of my wrath will I give him 
@ charge, to take the fpoil, and to take the prey, and 
to tread them down like the mire of the freets, 


~God’s government of the world, and of men the 
inhabitants of it, is fupreme aod univerfal; he pre- 
Fides over the ations of rational inrelligent crea- 
*Ures, and guides ‘and determines them fo as to accom- 
‘lift his ‘own purpofes by them; he dire&s the ations 
“of holy ereatures, and Ordains praife to himfelf from 
them; he dire€ts'the a@tions of wicked creatures and 
‘canfes ‘the wrath of man to praife him, and the 
emainder of wrath he reftrains.. When -he intends 
tovcorteét ‘thofe who have expofed themfelves’ to his 
anger, he raifes'up mea, and makes them his rod ‘to 
torreét and punith them ; men thus raifed up, and 
‘employed, remain at Jiberty; neverthelefs they aa 
according to God’s purpofe, and fulfil his pleafure, 
We eafily. perceive and confefs God’s agency when 


thibgsdn-the natciral world fall out ip a way contrary 
to our defires aod prefent happinefs ; when we foffer 


“by. itorms, drought ox fickoefs, we fee tha: God is the ' 


aauthor.of our. fufferings; bur when we fuffer by the 

seomtrivance and malice of men it is difficule not €o 

«ftop at them ; we blame, we condemn the men who 

-sipjure and fpoil.us, and there is all the reafon in the 

sworld, that we fhould blame them : however, ery 
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fill 16: bel ieve, that what they do is by God's’ petite 
fon and appoin ment; if we cannot flare the way in 
which God’s eppointment and their liberty are con 
fiftent, this is no reafon why we fhould queftion whe- 
ther they are confiftent; it is but-a little portion of 
God’s ways that we know, or can know; “as the ' 
velis are higher thao the earth, fo are his aarti 
thaa our ways.” Our wifiom is to be content not 
to Know whar is above us, and what God hail not 
given us means to difcover, > 
With refpeé to this point of God’s pera an us ta 
be fpoiled, we may be at a lofs concerning the nature 
aod kind of this permiffion, but we are at no’ lofs con- 
cerning the certainty of the thing; we are fure: hat 
God foffers men, goad men, to become a-prey to thofe 
who have no regard to juftice; that when he. faffers 
the latter co {poil the former, he doth not compel them 
to do this; thar they af according to their own choice, 
that they exeeute God’s purpofes, and yet. gratify 
their own defires. Of thefe things we can have no 
doubt, and if we be fatishied. concerning them, we 
need not trouble ourfelves about what we do ‘got 
uoderftand, and Ged hath not revealed to us. 


Let us always keep io mind, that God is the rock, 
that his work ts perfect, and that men corrupt them- 
ioe that God 1s holy, and bis adminiftration holy, 
jaft, and good, though at times he fuffers wicked 
men to fpoil and defiroy: If weare not able to clear 
tbis matter to ourfelves or others, yet let us wore- 
fervedly fabmic to God, Jet us think honourably <of 
on and, be afraid of — him in .our minds, 
OF 
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or aferibing any thing to him that derogates from his 
moft perfect charatter; that paflage of facred fcrip- 
ture is moft agreeable to every gracious humble faior, 
Hiab. i. 12, 13. Art thou not from everlafiing, O Lord 
-my God, mine: haly one? we /ball not die: O Lord, 
thou haft ordained them for judgment, and, QO mighty 
God, thou haft efablifoed'them for correction. Thou 
art of purer eyes than to behald evil, and canft not look 
on iniquity : wherefore lookef? thou upon them that deal 
treacheroufly, and holdeft thy tongue when the wicked 
Gevoureth the man that is more righteous than he? 

I go on to the 

_ Third thing propofed; God permits men to be 
{poiled: becaufe of théir hypocrify and wickednefs. 
' The people againft whom the Affyrian was fent 
are called an Aypocritical nation. Hezekiah had fet 
forward a ‘reformation, in which* they feemed to 
concor ; but they were infincere and incon{tant; they 


‘re’ a prophane ‘nation, fo fome read it. 


“ Hezekiah had in a great meafure cured them 
# of their idolatry, and now they rua into prophane- 
“nefs; none prophane the name of God fo much 
“ as thofe who are called by that name, abd call upon 
* it, and yet live in fin, being a prophane hypocritical 
** nation, they ‘are the people of God’s wrath they 
* lie under his wrath, and are likely to be confumed 
by it.” pabe Leuk. oo aa weed BAS a tae are 


When God contends with a people there is@ caufe ; 
thofe words of the prophet may be applied to them,’ 
Jeremiah ii. 19. Thine own wickednefs foall carte 
Cgieg hive 58S oe thee, 
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thee, and thy back/liding fhall reprove thee : know there- 

fore and fee, that it is anevil thing anda bitter, that 
thou bat forfaken the Lord thy God, and that my fear 
is not in thee, faith the Lord God of hofts. . 


We mutt afcribe the calamities which befal us, or 
the people among whom we dwell, to the provoking 
evils which are found on us, and on them. — 


It is a token for good, when any by fevere ftrokes 
are awakened, and driven to repentance, When the 
rod and ioftruétion give wifdom. It is happy when 
God accompanies afiliétive difpenfations with the 
t¢achings of his word, and the influences of his holy 
Spirit; one and ‘all will then be cosvinced that he 
is righteous in fuffering men to fpoil them. Whatever 
thoughts ‘they have of their fpoilers, ftill they will 
aféribe righteoufnefs to their Maker, they will accept 
the punithment of their iniquities, and fly to the blood 
of Jefus Chrift for pardon, and cleanfing and fafety: 
Every one will reform what is amifs in himfelf, and 
improve his influence to bring og a general refor- 
mation. bag i 8 SA ee ey ee 


I go on, as was propofed, to fay, 

Fourthly; They that {poil and make a prey of 
others are not the lefs to blame becaufe of God’s 
agency in this affair ; for it is a plain cafe, that they 
defign not to ferve God, but themfelves ; not to do 
God’s will, but to have their own, se 


_ Howbeit he meaneth not fo, neither doth his heart 
think fo ; but it isin his heart to deftroy and cut of 
nations not a few. 
hase = Sennacherib 
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Sensacherib fad no thought of God when he 
Went againft an hypocritical nation. And others em- 
ployed as he was are without God in the world: 
They are not like God, nor devoted to him: God 
aims at accomplifhiog wife and righteous ends ; their 
aim is to a¢complith wicked and cruel purpofes, 
God’s fing them to carry on his defigns lays vo 
forcible re sini upon them; they are not turned 
into machines, they are rational free agents, and ia 
the exercife of their freedom commit the moft fhock- 
ing crimes; they. fpoil and make a prey of all indif- 
criminately ; they trample all, both good and bad, 


-Iike mire in the ftteeis; they are enemies to that 


God whofe rod they. are, to punifh an hypocritica} 
bation, and enemies to the people whom they punith; 
their rage burns againft them; they hate and- fcora 
and infult, they wouad and deftray as many of them 
as they can; that is the common language of {poilers, 
Exod. xv, 9. / will purfue, I will overtake, 1 will divide 
the jpoil; MY LUST fall be fatisfied upon them, 
Twill draw my fword, my hand fhall deftroy them. 


What remains, is to make fome praétical and fea- 
fonable RefleGions upon the things which have 
been faid. ~ 

~ 1 We may take. occafion to refle& upon the fad 
change which fin hath made in the condu& and 
condition of men... Ever fince man finned, he isbecome 
very different from what he was in his original ftate, 
havh loft that innocence, that benignity of difpofition, 
that atcention. to the géneral good which was once 
his glory, and which made him and all-around him 


a happy. - 
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happy. Men. sre now felfith, baughty, cruel, & 
variety of evil peffions prevail, and diicotet Aemtels 
in the treatment they give to others ; “they bite a 
devour one another, and are confumed one of another.’ 


What was faid concerning the old world, is, true 
with regard to every period of the world, Gen. vi, Ti, 
The earth was corrupt before God, and the carth was 
. filled with violence.. God hath BNET Pte prevent 

violence and fpoiling; the laws ‘of civ ites 
forbid them; but be it fpoken with grief, all hath 
been infofficient. to curb ‘the lufts of: men ; if fome 
that were fmaller and weaker, who fpoiled their neigh- 
boors have been checked and’ punifhed; yet they that 
were great and Mighty ‘were commonly above con- 
troul; they gave @ full fcope to their ambition and 
avarice, and threw down and trampled upon all that 
ftood in their way. ‘The earch hath been wert with 
the blood of its inhabitants, whom they havedlain. 9 


Well may. we moura over a world lying in wicked- 
nefs, under the power of the Devil, A wicked one, 
and that fo great a part of it is under the power of 
men who. fo. early refemble him, — 


Thanks be to God, there have ‘been fome reftraiots, 
aife this earth had’ been no betcerthanchell; where 
all are hateful, and hate one another, © We owe'thefe 
teltraints to the mediation and grace of JefusChritt ; 
Jet him be praifed, who will carry a number of our 
revolied race through a world, which is. fo much @ 
theatre of diforder, fpoiling, rapine, andetwifery, and 
preferve them blamelefs torhis heaventy” kingdom, 
fe harh undertaken, aad will finiih their redemption; 
: ri 
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he will in the beft time fix them in that world, where 
all’ is harmony and peace, “ in that holy mountain, 
where are none to hurt or deftroy.” 


__2. We thould be excited from what hath been faid, 
to feek after juft impreffive views Of God’s providence, 
of his government of the world. He governs met, 
direéts them in a way peculiar to himfelf, in fach 2 
way as brings to pafs his defigns, while théy aré 
left free, 


When we fee or hear of violence and fpoiling, we 
are to acknowledge God’s hand; when there is evil 
io the city, we are to remember that the Lord hath 
done it: Although God is not the author of men’s 
Wicked aétions, although he doth not influence or 
compel them to fin, yet he takes occafion from their 
fin to glorify himfelf, and puvith thofe with whom 
he is angry. If we cannot folve every difficulty 
Which attends this affair, if we are conflrained to 
adopt the words of the Pfalmift, Pfal. xcvii. 2. Clouds 
and darknefs are round about him, yet let us add, 
Juftice and judgment are the habitation of bis throne ; 
being affured that the Judge of all the earth doth 
right, let chat calm and pacify our fpirits ; let every 
itreverent, murmuring thought be fupprefled: Here 
we fee throush a glafs darkly; here we have but 
imperfe& views of God; “ his way is in the fea, his 
path in the great waters, and his footfteps are not 
known;” but if we are fo happy as to arrive in heaven 
the darknefs will be paft, and the light of full day 
poured upon the works and ways of God; in the 
appointed time the myfteries of providence will be 
unfolded, and all holy beings join in the fong of 

: Mofes 
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Mofes and the Lamb, Rev. xv. 3, 4. Great and mare 
vellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty ; juft and 
true are thy ways, thou King of faints! Who fball not 
fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name? for thou only 
art holy: for all nations foall come and worfbip before 
thee ; for thy judgments are made manife(?. 


3. What bath been faid may ferve to lead us to 
right feniiments, and influence us to a right conduét, 
when we are fpoiled and trampled upon. 


Few perfons pafs threugh life without fome dif= 
turbance, fome hard and abufive treatment ; the land 
in which we live hath for a courfe of years been 
fpoiied by a power with which we were once cons 
nected ; we feel the grievoufoefs of war; all the 
effects of wrath and cruelty from a nation which hath 
been wont to glory of its humanity, and concern for 
the rights and liberties of mankind, We complaia, 
and have reafon to complain ; however, let us keep 
in mind, that if man hath wronged us God hath not 5 
that if -we can fopport our caufe before men, yet 
before God we are guilty, 


A wife and humble chriftian is fenfible that it is 
beft for him:ro be patient, when in his own perfon 
he is injured; it is natural for him to look above 
men, who are the inftruments of his troubles, to fee 
aod meekly fubmit to the hand of God, to humble 
himfelf for his fins, to fecure peace with God b 
Jefus Chrift, and peace of confcience ; the fame fen- 
timents fhould be habitual to us when our country 
is invaded and {poiled. Ir is indeed more difficult ra 
govern our paflions when we behold a great ee 
Cc fe) 
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‘of our fellow-ci:izens fpoiled; but duty mult be 
attended, let the temptation to aegleét it be ever fo 
powerful ; and what is our dury ia this time of op- 
preffion and danger ? Shall we think: ir enough to 
cry out of the men who have fet their hearts upon 
fubduing and trampling us as mire in the ftreets:? 
Shall we not rather cry our of our fins, which have 
browght on the prefent diftrefs, which have fiirred 
up the anger of God, and for which he is correcting us? 


_ Alas! the charaéer of thofe agaioft whom the 
Affyrian was fent belongs to us, an hypocritical, a pro- 
fane nation, “There hath been hypocrify io our reli- 
gious appearances; when oar troubles began, when we 
found ourfelves under the hard neceflity of fighting 
For all that is dear to us in life, the greater pact of 
this people profefled their dependence on God, atid 
affembled to implore his help, fervent prayers. were 
offered to him who alone cao deliverus; bu: how 
foon did thefe defirable appearances vanith £ Our 
oodnefs was as the morning cloud and the early 
ew which paffetch away ; they that ferioully “oblsrve 
things cannot forbear recolleéing and applying that 
friking pailage, Pfalm laxvili. 34. 35. 36. When be 
flew them, then they fought bim: and they returned 
and enquired early after God. And they remembred 
+that God was their rock, and the high God ther 
redeemer. Neverthele/s, they did flatter dim with their 
mouth, and they led unto bim with their tongues. For 
their beart was not. right with him, neither were they 

fredfaft in bis covenant. 
And there hath been hypocrify in the carriage of 
many with regard to our political affairs, diflembl:ng, ; 

fecming 
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feeming to be one thing, when they intended another, 
How many: have per themfelves forward ia fupport of 
the publick cavfe without any clear conviction of the 
importance and jultice of it? And with no other. 
defign thaa to make themfelves popular, and get into 
places of honour or profit? Ehey-fwam with the 
ftream when it ran one way, and there is reafon to 
apprehend they will fwim with it, if it ruas another ; 
that if they can fecure themfelves they care for 
pothing elfe; fuch fore of mea there always have 
been in iimes of civil commotion, when great changes 
have been made io Kingdoms and States, and it fhould 
not be accounred ftisoge, if fame fuch are found 
among ouriclves. 

But the occafion of our being in the houfe of God 
this day obliges me to enter more fully wpon this 
matter, aid to mention fome of thofe fins which are. 
found in the land, for which we deferve to be called 
an hyprritical, @ profane nation. - 


One fin which awfully prevails is unbelief, rejecting 


the Lord Jefus Chrift and his benefits. There are 
numbers who flight the whole Gofpe!l Revelation, and 


{peak of its bleffed author with contempt, and grearer 
putabers ftill to whom the gofpél never came with 
power, who recejve it not as-the word of God which 
worketh effectually in them which believe ; they never. 


were affected with their need of Chrift and his falva- 
tion, never defpaired: of relief from themfelves, never- 
repaired co him who is the mighty Helper and Saviour, 


never accepted him,’ and complied with the methods 
of his grace. 
C2 We 
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_, We blame the Jews for defpifing Chrift, and ows 

at God was juft when he poured out all his wrath 
on them, for killing the Prince of Life and Peace; 
but were the Jews the only men who defpifed Chrift? 
Verily no; this is a fin commited by many who live 
under the gofpel, and attend the outward difpenfation 
of it; and this fin makes all who are guilty of it 
the people of God’s wrath. John iii, 36. He that 
believeth on the Son hath everlafting life: and be that 
believeth not on the Son ball not fee life; but the 
wrath of God abideth on him. 


2. Negleé of the word and inftitutions of Chritt 
Prevails, and expofes thofe who are guilty of it to 
God’s difpleafure. God ufes means with fioners for 
their recovery, and the conclafioa is obvious, that he 
expects they fhould ufe them. 


If fome fpeculations upon the condition of unre- 
generate finners aod the principles that govern them, 
which have been offered to public view, feem to 
deftroy the obligations which jay on them ro. exert 
themfelyes and attead means, in a way compatible with 
their prefent ftare and power, and are improved to fix 
in them a difregard to means, and afford them an 
excufe for difregarding them, it is certainly a great 
uohappinefs ; there is a fault fomewhere, a fault 
which hatha difmal afpe& upon the fouls of men; 
from whatever Principles finners negle& the means 
of grace they are very much to blame; and is 
mot this neglect vifible? is ic not chargeable on 
many? is not the Lord’s-day openly prophaned ? 
are not the ordinances of Chrift undervalued ? If” 

ny things 
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things go on as they have done of late years, the 
table of the Lord will be empty of guefts, there will 
be fearce eny to thew forth the Lord’s death in 
bis appoinred way. 


| mu add, there aré many among thofe that 
ftaretly attend the worthip and inflirations of Chrift, 
who difcover no cordial affection to him; their worfhip 
is cold, formal, hypocritical; they name the oame of 
Chrift, but depart pot from iniquity ; they bring no 
honour to the name and ways of God; the admo- 
nition which the afcended Saviour gave to the church 
of Ephefus may be given to the churches io New- 
England, Rev. ii. 5. Remember therefore from whence 
thou art fallen, and repent, and do the firft works ; 
or elfe T will come unto thee quickly, and will remove 
«thy candleftichk out of his place, except thou repent. 


3. Want of care of the rifiog generation is a 
growing evil, which ought to be teflified againft, 


Concerning that illuftrious Patriarch, Abraham, 
God faith, Gen. xviii. 19. For I know him, that he 
will command his chiidren, and his houfehold after him, 
and they fball keep the way of the Lord, to do suftice 
and judgment ; that the Lord may bring upon Abra- 
ham that which be hath fpoken of him, Happy would 
it be if the fame might be faid concerning us. 


inattention to children and young people is a great 
fault, and will be followed with the moft baneful 
effeéts, children left without the advantage of a good 
edacation will prove a grief and difgrace to their 
parents and friends; nor can it be expected that the 
pudlic will receive much benefit from them. 
Oar 
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Our wife and pious progenitors difcovered the moft 
affeftionate coacern for their families and pofterity ; 
they inftru&ed their children, and maintained a firiet 
government over them; they founded fchools and 
the college in their infant and feeble ftate; to what 
they did is owing the figure we have ever fiace made; 
to them, under God, we owe it, that the country hath 
been adorned with fincere exemplary chriftians ; with 
firm and. fteady patriots, men qualified to fuppore 
order and government; and, from clear principles, 
to oppofe the attempts which have been made upon 
our rights and liberties, Should their infticutions be 
negleéted, and the foundations which they laid over- 
turned, our glory would be loft; a peneration of, 
men would rife up and fill the land, incapable of 
relifhing the pleafures of found knowledge, and the 
pure and fublime exercifes of religion; a people 
without unoderitanding, fit only to be hewers of 
wood and drawers of water: Ignorance and fervility, 
knowledge and a free independent nae commonly 
go together, 


4. Prefumption and felf-confidence mutt, be. meo- 
tioned as a provoking evil, forgetting God, whofe is 
the viétory, and trufting to an arm of fleth, forgetting 
that the battle is the Lord’s, and raifiog our expec- 
tations of fuccefs not from what God can do for us; 
but from what we can do for ourfelves: This God 
hath feen, and in the courfe of his providence hath 
more than once teftified againft. We have been dif- 
appointed and failed of fuccefs when every human 
advantage wasin our favour: It is time for us.to realize 
and confefs that vain is the help of man, that our num- 

bers, 
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bers, our refources, and the afliftance we receive frorit 
foreign. powers will be ineffeétual, unlefs God inter- 
pofes, that he alone can fight our battles and enable 
us ta tread down our enemies. It had been happy 
for us, and prevented many difquieting impreflions and 
refleGions, if we bad fooner attended to that wholefome 
counfel, 1 Kings xx. 11. Let not bimthat girdeth on 
his harnefs boalt himfelf as he that putteth it of. 


5. Pride is a fio which prevails.among us : ‘There 
is {pirirual pride; many think themfelves to be righ- 
teous, and defpife others; many think themfelves too 
great to be reproved, too good to depend wholly on 
the righteoufnefs and grace of Jefus Chrift, to depend 
entirely on him for juftification and falvation, as if 
they were the chief of finners. 


Atd there is another fort of pride, which fhews 
itfelf in gaiecy, in crefs and equipage, in expenfive 
amufements and diverfions. Every one mult acknow- 
iedge, that thefe things are unfvitable to the condition 
of a people affli@ed with war, and groaning under heavy 
taxes; and that they lead to that effeminacy and dif_i- 
pation of manners which upfits us for what we may 
be cailed to do or fuffer. Allthat think juftly will 
own, that deep humiliation before God, fympathy 
with our brethren who more immediately foffer the 
calamity of war, or who are in the hands of the 
enemy, flarving and dying in jails or prifon thips, 
fortitude, felf-denial, manly and chriftian contempt of 
the willing enjoyments of this life, are now peculiarly 
feafonable, that they would have a fingular ufe and 
beauty, and be the beft preparation for the changes 
which may be in the right-hand of the Meft ie. 
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Let me befpeak your attention to the words of the 
Apoftle, James iv. 9, 10 Be affited, and mourn, and 
weep ; let your laughter be turned into mourning, and 


your joy to beavinefi. Humble yourfelves in tbe fight 
of the Lord, and he foall lift you up. 


6. Injuftice is a fin, which when it prevails among 
a@ people expofes them to God’s wrath; that is a clear 
exprefs precept, Rom. xiii. 9. Render to all their dues ; 
when this precept is compli¢d with, there is mutual 
confidence ; ove and all are fecure in the enjoyment 
of what belongs to them; when men wiil not comply 
with it, confidence is deftroyed ; jultice between man 
and man faftens the feverai parts of a community 
together, and forms them into a compaét folid body; 
injuftice divides and weakens them. 


Can I anfwer it to God, if I fupprefs what a 
pained heart fuggefts upon this point? I cannot: 
You maft hear it; and let me befeech you 10 apply 
it to yourfelves, 


_Are there not many who improve every meau, 
right or wrong, to enrich themfelves? Many, who 
in the courfe of trade deceive the fimple and unwary ? 
How many grind the faces of the poor? How many 
debtors have availed themfelves of what was not long 
fince law ; and of the opportusity which the flu&uaring 
{tate of our currency gave them, to defrand widows, 
fatherlefs children, the brave men who have fought 
our battles, and creditors who lent them money 
before the commencement of our public difficulties; 
thefe men will not part with any thing without the 
full value ; but they have paid their debts with half, 

it 
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it thay be a quarter cf the value, or'lefs: That fuch 
things thould be praifed and receive any countenance 
is enough !o fill the foul of every honeft man with 
indignation : Thefe things have brought a reproach 
‘upon our canfe, and expofed as to derifion from our 
enemies; Moft fervently will every friend of God 
and man pray that an effe€tual flop may be put to 
them: If they bé not flopped, America, that chofem 
part of. the earth, that ftage on which the moft 
aftonithing “aéts of heaven, and the moft ftriking 
inftances of haman virtue have been exhibited, willbe 
po beter than a wilder néfs, a land not inhabited ; let me 
found in your ears that ftriking paflage, Zech. vii. 9, 10, 
Thus fpeaketh the Lard of bafts, faying, execute true 
judgment, and fiew mercy and sompafiil every man 
to his brother. And opprefs not the widow, nor the 
fatherlefi, the flranger, nor the poor; and let none of 
jou imagine evil againht his brother in your heart. 


7, When the fins of the tongue are frequent among 

a people, they deferve to be fligmatized as an hypo- 
triii¢al, a profane nation; when it is a common thing 
for men to fay, oar lips are our own, who is Lord over 
us? And is not thistoo much the cafe in ove place andl 
anothes ? Do not backbiting, flander, lying, profane- 
nef, prevail? Is not God’s name dreadfully profaned 
in the army, it our fhips of war, and by many wha 
tarry at home, by ail forts of people, yea, by womem 
and children ? Let us Jament the breaches of tha 
third commandment, which is, Thou fbalt not take tha 
name of the Lord thy.God in vain, for the Lord will 
not held him guiltle/s that taketh bis name in vain, 
Words with many are te wind; but if they feem 
to 
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#0 pals away, if they pafs from their remembrance, 
‘they pafs not frem God’s remembrance; the time is 
coming .whea all will know the meaning and the 
importance of thofe words of our Saviour, Mauth. xii. 
35.37. But I fay,unto you that every idle word that 
ynen foal fpeak, they foall give an account thereof in 
the day of judgment... For by thy words thou fhalt be 
Jupified, and by thy wards thou fhalt be condemned, 


* 8, Uncleannefs is another fin which prevails in the 
dand; alchougtrit is declared, Heb. xiii. 4. Whoremongers 
‘and adulterers God will judg>, yet there are many’ to 
whom thefe charafers belong, who have no fhame 
vor fear: Crying abominations are found in the 
midft of us, aad they that commit them are not 
‘afhamed, neither do they bluth; God gives them a 
fpace to repent, but they continue impenitent; let 
wnclean perfons remember that they (hall not inherit 
the kingdom of heaven; the fire of Iufts which burns 
do them kindles the fire of God’s wrath, and will end in 
‘eternal fire. Let me caution and warn you againit ihe 
Jufts of the ficth, againft all criminal and onlawful 
pleafures; againft fecret impurities: Let youvg men 
aod women, when they are tempted to uncleanneds, 
imitate the example of Jofeph, and fay as he did, 
Geo. xxxix. 9. How then can I da this great wicked- 
nefi and fin again? Gad? 
9. Drankeonefs isa fio frequently pra@ifed among 
us, an exceflive fondnefs for ftrong drink ; many 
‘abufe that. which was given for their benefit ; abufe 
‘themfelves with it, level themfelves with brutes ; 
they deftroy their charaGer, their healih, their eftates, 
‘and families, and what is more awful, deftroy their 
ry precious 
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precious fouls; God-hath’ faid, Ifiiah xxviii, 1. Wee. 
to the drunkards of Ephraim ; and again, Hab. ii. 15. 
Woe unta him that giveth bis neighbour drink, that 
putte/? thy bottle to bim, and makeft him drunken aljo. 


‘They that’ are guilty of drunkennefs, and they th. 
encourage others to commit. this fia, are the people 
of God’s wrath, they befo: and befool themfelves, 
expofe chemfelves to coniempt from men, and 10 the 

‘anger of God, and everlalting punithmeat, . Let us 
tmoura, that his fliameful fia of deuakennefs is found. 
io the Jand; formerly it was not found here, at 
feaft it fhunned the light: A minifter- who came 
over when the country was firft fettled, but afier- 
wards returned to England, being called to’ preach 
before the Parliament, declared, that be had lived 
feven years ia a certain country, and in aff that 
time never faw any perfon difguifed with f{pifitucus 
liquor, or heard a prophane oath, We may well 
confider the firft as the belt days of New-England ; 
and joi ia that exclamation, “ How is the gold become 
dim ! dod the moft fine gold changed !” 


10. When due care is not taken to prevent growing 
evils, whea there are few or pone ‘that figh fof the 
abominations done in the land, and ftif upi them 
felves to bring on a reformation; when magiftrates, 
minifters, heads of tamilies, profeffing chriltians, are 
wanting io their duty, and will not exert themfelves 
to give a check to abounding ipiquity, of whea 
attempts Which have been made fail of fuccefs, whet 
the greater part are incorripible, and hate io be 
reformed, when he thar is filthy is filthy ftill, when 
he that is unjuft is unjaft ftill,;when neither che 
D2 word 
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word nor the providences of God make impreflions 
upon finners, when divine influences are withheld, and 
it looks as if God had refolved that his fpivit fhould 
no longer ftrive with men ; a people in this flate 
are evidently a people of God’s wrath; may it not 
be feared that thisis our chara@er and condition ? 
Let one and all attend to thofe awful! words, and 
apply them to themfelves, Ezekiel xxiv.13 Becaufe | 
have purged thee, and thou waft not purged, thou fhalt 
not be purged from thy filthinefs any more, till I bave 
caufed my fury to ref? upon thee. 


Let none think it ftrange that I have been thus 
plain and particular in teftifying again provoking 
evils ; a fenfe of my relation to you, and of my ac- 
countablenefs to God, hath conftrained me to this 
fervice. I leave all to your confciences, which I doubr 
mot will fide with me, and to God, before whofe 
gribunal you and I muft fhortly ftand, to whom an 
account muft be giyen of what you have heard, aud 
how you have heard, 


Laftly.—We may not caprofitably refleét upon the 
conduét and punifhment,of the great men of the 
earth, whom God. employs to correéi a figful people, 
but whofe aim is to gratify their owo Init and cruelty. 
This was the cafe with refpe& to the Adyrian 
monarch Senaacherib; he was the rod in God’s hand 
to correct a hypocritical nation, however be only 
mieant to fpoil, to make a prey, and,to trample men 
as mire in the ftreets: This mighty. prince treated 
good king Hezekiah and his people with the utmoft 
ec caaNlinets and fcorn; he expetted foon to become 
mafter of Jerufalem, and to make a prey of “ inha- 
ee ES : itants 
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birants and wealth, but the great God faw and refented 
his pride and rage, and made quick work with him ; 
this matter is relaced at large inthe facred hiftory ; 
let me read to you the account of it, Ifa. xxxvii. 33 
10. 38. Therefore thus faith the Lord concerning the king 
of Afyria: be foall not come into this city, nor (hoct an 
arrow there, nor come before it, with foields, nor caft a 
bank againft it. By the way that he came, by the 
fame Jball he return, and fhall not come into this city, 
faith the Lord. For Iwill defend this city to fave it, 
for mine own fake, and for my fervant David's fake, 
Then the angel of the Lord went forth and /mote in 
the camp of the Affyrians an hundred and fourfcore 
_ and frve thoufand ; and when they arofe early in the 
morning, behold they were all dead corpfes. So Senna- 
cherib King of Affyria went and returned and dwelt at 
Nineveh. And it came to pafs as be was worfbipping 
in the houfe of Nifroch his god, that Adrammelech and 
. Sharezer his fons finote him with the fword, and they 

efcaped into the land of Armenia, and Efar-haddon 
bis fon reigned in pis fread. ae 


Thus was Sennacherib, who was the rod in God’s 
hand, ufed as a mae ufetha rod wherewith he bath 
corre€ted his child, thrown way, caft into the fireand 
confumed; the fame hath been the cafe with other 
kings of the earth, who fpread devaftation and ruin 
all around them. 


It is not for us to determine what will be the 
conduét of heaven towards the rulers and people of 
Great-Britain; they have ated. wroag, have injured 
and oppreffed us. Whether they will be fuffered any 
farther to fpoil and finally to trample us under their 
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feet; or Whether God is about to contend with and 
bring them low, is kiown to him only: However, 
this is an unqueftionable fa&, that Britain hath not 
been in a condition {6 critical and hazardous as the 
how is, for many ages paft.* After the molt violent 
attempts aad expenfive exertions to force us to fub+ 
iniffion, the men in power in that kingdoni fiad them- 
felves difappointed ; fince we fhook off our dependauce, 
thé other powers ia Europe have taken the opportunity 
to thwart and humble them, firft France, then Spain, 
and now the States of Holland, ate engaged in war with 
them ; and what will be accomplifhed by their arms and 
the atms of Ametica, time will difcover. Maay 
people, pained aod angry at the cruelties practifed by 
Britain spon thefe States, wifh that haughty power 
may be crofhed and the people trampled as mire in 
the ftreets; others, who take a more extenfive view 
of things, and remember that in that nation there are 
many warm frieads to America, and many who profefe 
; and 


* Part of a late Proteft in the Britifh Houfe of Peers may 
“properly be inferted hére. 


* Bat as long as the meafures which hie caufed our calamities 
** (never before equalled) fhall be continued and approved ; 
* as long as we fee the prefent: fyftem of corruption prevail, 
* which banifhes from our councils abilities and honefty ; 
“ as long as the interefts of the ftate fhall be facrificed to 
“ the fupport of this fyftem, and every attempt to reform 
* fhall be rejected, our fiiuation can change only from bad 
** to worle. - 

# Tt is not our duty to predi@ events which are ‘in the difpo- 
* fition of Providence, butif Providence continues to permit 
* caufes to_produce their natural effects, from the manner 
“ in which our affairs are now conducted, we cannot but 
“‘ expect every danger, both at home and abroad, to this 
* country, which a nation can poflibly be expofed to.” 


Cay 

and pradtife the pure religion of Jefus Chrift, defire 
not the woful day ; they rather defire and hope that 
means may be found our to fave them from ruin, and 
to reftore a friendly intercourfe between them and us, 
in a way confiflent with our rank among the nations 
of the earth. At prefent, we have. but a flender 
profpeét of fodefirable anevent ; nor will any thing 
brighten the profped but Ged’s blefling accompanying 
unanimity and vigour in our counfels and operations. 


It becomes us to leave our private concerns and 
the affairs of the public with that God who ruleth, who 
putteth down one and fetteth up another; if Bretain 
falls or becomes dependant upon the neighbour king- 
doms, it will afford an awful leffon to mankind, will 
teach us, in bloody capitals, that ‘* pride goeth before 
deftruétion, and an haughty fpirit before a fall.” 


Important changes have taken place in our day, and 
further changes are at band; that change which death 
will make in our condition cannot be far off; may 
God of his mercy grant, that at death we may pafs 
from the fcenes which now fo much difquiet us, to 
perfeét light, and peace, and bleffednefs, through Jefas- 
Chrift, to whom be glory for ever and ever. 


A M E N. 


